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BEGINNING SCHOOL 
 

SPECIAL INFORMATION FOR  

PARENTS OF PREP CHILDREN. 
 

PREP ATTENDANCE 

 

The first day of school for your Prep child will be 

Monday 2nd February 2009, commencing at 9.30 a.m. until 12.30 p.m. 

 
THE FIRST DAY 

 

 The first day at school is a very important step in the life of your 

child. It is important that it be a happy experience.  

 

 On arrival, accompany your child to his/her classroom and locate 

his/her name badge. You should bring your child’s books (with 

everything named) into the classroom. When your child is settled 

you are invited to join other parents for a cup of tea or coffee in 

the General Purpose Room, Room 14, where you will meet the 

Principal Mrs Cheryl Williams. The children are to be collected at 

1.00 p.m. from the classroom. 

 
On the first two days of school, Monday 2nd February and Tuesday 3rd February, 

2009 

 Children will attend from 9.30 a.m. until 12.30 p.m. 

 

 They will need to bring fruit in the small container, a snack and a 

drink on these days. 
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From Thursday 5th February until Friday 13th March, 

children will attend from 9.00 a.m. until 3.30 p.m.  

on Mondays, Tuesdays, Thursdays and Fridays. 

They do not attend school on Wednesdays. 

This is a rest day for children.  

They will need to bring lunch, a water bottle, fruit and a snack each 

day from Thursday 5th February. 

Children will attend for the full week from Monday 16th March. 

 

TERM DATES 
 
Term Dates for Victorian State Schools ï 2009 

Term 1 28 - 30 January (teachers return, student free days in schools) 

             2 February (students start) to 3 April 

Term 2 20 April to 26 June (12 June will be a student free day) 

Term 3 13 July to 18 September 

Term 4 5 October to 18 December 

 

 
  

BEGINNING SCHOOL 

 

The beginning of a child’s school life is an exciting time for most 

children. They will be looking forward to beginning school and will 

adjust to changes with ease. Some children may be nervous but should 

settle in quickly, especially if the parents have a happy and relaxed 

manner and are positive in their talk about school. At all times, the 

best interests of your child is our first priority.  

 

Please let the school know about any concerns 

so that we can work together. 
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PREPARING YOUR CHILD FOR SCHOOL 

 

An important aspect often overlooked in the community about 

education is that formal schooling can only build on  home experiences. 

 

Teachers at school can only build on the work already done by parents, 

who are the child’s first and most influential teachers. 

 

The role parents play in shaping the child’s social, emotional, physical 

and intellectual development is crucial.  

 

 

 

ALL CHILDREN HAVE BASIC NEEDS 

 

 to feel loved 

 to be physically cared for 

 to make sense of their world 

 to succeed 
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HOW YOU CAN HELP YOUR CHILD 

  

 Make time to read stories to your child – this will develop a good 

attitude towards reading 

 Provide him/her with a rich background of nursery rhymes, stories 

and songs. If possible, join a local library. 

 Try to set aside a special time each day to listen to what he/she 

wants to tell you. 

 Try to keep to a regular routine and remember the importance of a 

good night’s sleep. 

 Help your child to become independent in routines such as putting 

shoes on and tying laces, taking off coats and jumpers and hanging 

them up, and putting belongings away after using them.  

 Be on time, both at the beginning and end of the day. 

 Show him/her the safe way to school – walk with your child or make 

sure an older child or adult is able to walk with them. 

 Encourage your child to share and take turns with games, puzzles, 

etc. 

 Help your child to understand that making mistakes is a part of 

learning and praise any achievements.  

 Teach self-control by being consistent and setting firm limits. 

 A nutritious breakfast eaten in a relaxed atmosphere is a good start 

to the day. 

 Teach your child how to say his/her full name, address and phone 

number. 

 Teach your child to use the toilet independently, especially boys. 
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OTHER ITEMS 
 

 

 

 Please name all of children’s items – jumpers, hats, books, sunscreen, 

etc. 

 Sunscreen may be brought to school (roll on is best) and kept in the 

child’s bag.  

 During Terms 1 and 4 children are required to wear a school hat in 

the playground and on excursions. 

 Prep children will be supervised by the Prep teachers the ‘Prep onlyõ 

playground while the children settle in. 

 Each morning around 10:00am the children have a fruit snack.  This 

could be fresh fruit or vegetables but not processed food.  Choose 

fruit that is easy to eat eg. Strawberries, apple, banana or cut up 

fruit in the container supplied. 

 Children may have a water bottle which should be taken home each 

day to be washed. 

 Remember to check Reading Folder each day for notices and 

newsletters. 

 Each child should have a named library bag so that they may borrow 

from the school library. 

 Each child should have a named art smock to protect their clothing 

during art sessions. 

 At the end of the day, please meet your child at the breezeway 

gates. It would be appreciated if you could notify class teachers or 

the office of any changes to pick up arrangements. 

 If your child is unwell, the best place for them is at home. 

 If your child is absent, please notify the school of the absence and 

provide a note on returning to school. 
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 Children who come from homes that are rich in language, where 

people enjoy talking and listening to each other, where anecdotes 

are told and stories are read, have been wonderfully prepared for 

school, learning generally and particularly for reading and writing. 

 

 Children who have been encouraged to ask questions, to make sense 

of their surroundings, to play imaginatively and to express 

themselves creatively, move naturally and with confidence into 

school programs that develop their capacities for thinking and 

problem solving. 

 

 Children who have been encouraged to face challenges, who have 

been praised for worthwhile behaviour and who have experienced 

general approval and success, come to school with expectations that 

everything will be fine and it usually is! 

 

 

Best Wishes 

From your friendly Prep Teachers, 

Sandra Both & Robyn Nelson 

 

   

 


